
     
     
   

Appendix I 

Dress Code/Good Grooming Policy - Bosco System K-8 – 2011-2012 

Both Boys and Girls: 

Proper dress and personal grooming for both boys and girls at the IC and St. Joseph Centers need to be neat, clean, simple, 
unobtrusive, and appropriate for the weather and the learning environment.  

Slacks/Shorts: Dress pants or slacks may be navy blue or khaki. The navy blue and khaki pants may be purchased from 
sources other than Dennis Uniform. No cargo or carpenter pants may be worn. Dress style slacks of neat appearance and 
appropriate waistline may be worn. Docker style pants are allowed. Navy blue or khaki shorts that are not shorter than 3 
inches above the knee may be worn. These may be purchased from Dennis Uniform or from a retail store.  

Shirts: Shirts may be solid-colored white, navy, pastel blue, or red. They may be short- or long-sleeved polo shirts or 
turtleneck shirts. Shirts may not have trim, lace, emblems, or logos. Shirts from Mona’s Originals with the school name 
(IC/St. Joseph School, IC/St. Joseph Basketball, IC/St. Joseph Baseball, etc.) embroidered on them are allowed. A plain 
white undershirt/t-shirt may be worn under the uniform shirt. Long-sleeved t-shirts may not be worn under short-sleeved 
uniform shirts. Shirts and blouses must be tucked in at all times. Failure to do so may result in detention.  

Shoes: Shoes may be tennis shoes, oxfords, or sandals that buckle. No clogs, platform shoes, flip flops, open back shoes, or 
high heels for safety reasons. These same guidelines are to be followed on out-of-uniform days as well.  

Socks:  Socks must be worn. They may be plain white, red, or navy.  

Sweaters/vests: Red, white, or navy blue V-neck cardigan, V-neck pullover sweater or V-neck vest with a flat weave may be 
worn. They can be purchased through Dennis Uniform or locally. No cable knit or shaker weave sweaters/vests. Fleece 
jackets for outdoor wear are available through Dennis Uniform or Mona’s Originals.  

Sweatshirts/Fleece shirts: IC-SJ, Don Bosco, or Bosco System sweatshirts and fleece shirts purchased through the Booster 
Club (or past years’ PTO sales) may be worn. These are shirts with small logos and/or plain lettering. Sport-specific shirts 
are not to be worn as part of the regular uniform. The sweatshirt or fleece shirt must be worn with a white, blue, or red 
uniform shirt underneath with the collar of the shirt showing. Sweatshirts must be the appropriate size for the student (not 
oversized) and may not have a hood.  

Hair: Hair must be kept clean and of reasonable length. Dyed or highlighted hair cannot be any color beyond natural hair 
colors. 

PE Clothing: Students in grades 3-8 need a separate pair of tennis shoes with that tie or fasten for gym class. Non-marking or 
non-black soles are required. Also needed are shorts and a plain or IC-SJ or Don Bosco tee shirt. Shorts must be of 
appropriate length. Not having PE clothes for class can affect a student’s grade.  

Jewelry: No dangling or large hoop earrings, large necklaces or bracelets. Jewelry in any visible pierced body parts other 
than the ear must be removed or covered during the school day. No visible tattoos. No makeup. No jewelry, including 
earrings, is allowed during PE class for safety reasons. 

Winter Attire: In winter weather all students are expected to be dressed appropriately to go outside for recess, travel to 
lunch/church, etc. Students in grades K-5 need to wear boots and snow pants from the first snowfall until families are 
notified by the school.  

Spirit Days:   Fridays will be “Spirit Days” at IC/St. Joseph. Students may wear any kind of Don Bosco, IC, or St. Joseph 
shirt with uniform pants. The shirt can be specific to a particular sport if desired (for example, wrestling, football, volleyball). 
It can be long- or short-sleeved, t-shirt or sweatshirt. Collared uniform shirts need not be worn underneath.  

Girls: Additional attire for girls: 
• In addition to the slacks/shorts described above, navy or khaki capri pants may be worn. 
• A plaid uniform skirt or jumper (red, white and navy plaid) purchased from Dennis Uniform may be worn. Navy or khaki 
uniform-style skirts or jumpers purchased from Dennis Uniform or locally may be worn.  
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Don Bosco High School Dress and Good Grooming Policy 

Proper attire for students at Don Bosco is: 

Slacks, skirts, or shorts may be navy blue, khaki, black, or gray. They must be of appropriate length, style, and material. 
The appropriateness of the length of shorts will be the final decision of the administrator. Nylon, mesh, denim, stretch, 
knit, and sweatpants, slacks, skirts or shorts are not allowed. 

Solid color-white, navy or pastel blue, pink, or yellow polo shirts may be worn. They may not have emblems or 
inscriptions, other than the following: Don Bosco Basketball, Don Bosco Baseball, Don Bosco Wrestling, Don Bosco 
Drama, Don Bosco Football, Don Bosco Golf, Don Bosco Softball, Don Bosco Volleyball, Don Bosco Junior 
Achievement, or any other logo approved by the administration. 

Non-hooded Don Bosco sweatshirts or Don Bosco fleece jackets may be worn. 

Don Bosco tee shirts may be worn on Fridays with uniform pants or uniform shorts. 

No hats may be worn in the school building during regular school hours. 

A clean, well-groomed appearance is expected of all. This is to include working zippers, no missing buttons, and no 
ripped or torn clothing. 

Shoes must have a back, or a strap around the back. Flip flops/shower shoes may not be worn.  

Boys are to be clean-shaven with no facial hair. 

Buttons on shirts must be buttoned except for the neckline. 

Shirts are to be neatly tucked in. 

No outdoor jackets or hooded sweatshirts may be worn in the classroom at any time.  

Athletic clothing for athletic activities are not to be worn during the school day. 

At no time is writing or symbols on shirts etc. worn under the approved school clothing to be readable or seen through 
the clothing. 

No long sleeved thermal shirts or other long sleeved shirts with lettering or graphics may be worn under short sleeved 
shirts. 

 
Administration of School Dress and Good Grooming Policy: 

The school dress policy has two (2) parts:  

 (a) the specified clothing;  

 (b) the student's appearance, i.e., observance of what is specified as a well groomed appearance. 

Teachers will report any violations of this policy to the Dean of Students. 

A fine of $1.00 will be assessed for the first infraction of a semester. The fine will increase by a dollar for each 
subsequent infraction up to a maximum fine of $5.00. The fine will double if it is not paid within one week. If in 
appropriate clothes are worn, students may be subject to multiple fines in one day 

Parents will be notified by a letter from the Dean of Students if their student receives four dress policy violations in a 
semester. 

More than six dress policy violations in a semester may result in disciplinary referrals and further disciplinary action.
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Appendix II 

CO-CURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  

Don Bosco High School 

From the Iowa High School Athletic Association:  

 
ATTENTION ATHLETES YOU ARE INELIGIBLE: 

If you do not have a physician's certificate of fitness issued after May 1 of the current year. 

If you have reached your 20th birthday. 

If you have attended high school for more than 8 semesters. 

 If you did not pass all academic courses the preceding school semester. 

If you were out of school last semester or if you entered school this semester later than the second week of school. 

If you have changed schools this semester. (exceptions-like change of residence of your parents) 

If you have ever accepted an award for your high school participation from an outside group other than an inexpensive, 
unframed, un-mounted paper certificate of recognition, or if you have ever received any money for expenses or 
otherwise for your participation in an athletic contest.  

If you have competed on an outside school team as a team member or as an individual while out for a sport during that 
sport season without previous written permission of your athletic director. (Example: while you were out for wrestling 
and during wrestling season you participated on an outside school wrestling team or tournament, you would have to have 
permission from the school athletic director, or otherwise you would be declared ineligible. Once wrestling season is 
over you can participate without written permission.) 

If you have ever trained with a college squad, or have participated in a college event. 

If your habits and conduct both in and out of school are such as to make you unworthy to represent the ideals and 
principles and standards of your school. 

** In addition, all athletic participants must have insurance. If not purchased at school, than a note from your parents 
indicating that they have insurance, must be on file with the Director of Athletics. 

*** Any student absent four (4) periods or more due to illness or with an unexcused absence from school on the day 
of interscholastic event: music, dramatic performance, etc. is not permitted to participate that evening. The only 
exception would be a special request by a parent to the principal that does not conflict with school policy.  

 
ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY  

Don Bosco High School 

All teams, organizations, clubs, (athletics, cheer leading, swing choir, solo performances band/chorus, National Honor 
Society, speech, drama, student council) to which a student volunteers to participate or is chosen to participate is 
included within the scope of the eligibility and good conduct policy.  To be eligible for extra curricular activities, a 
student at Don Bosco must:  

Have passed at least all courses the preceding semester.  

A deficiency at mid-quarter/quarter must be made up within two weeks after the deficiency goes into effect, which is the 
Monday following the week the deficiency is filed. The deficiency is formally recognized as made up when the student 
obtains a deficiency make-up slip from the office and has the form signed by both the teacher(s) and Activities Director. 
If the deficiency is not made-up during the two week period the student then becomes ineligible until the deficiency is 
made up.  

A student with two deficiencies at mid-quarter/quarter must practice and is ineligible for the active participation for 7 
days (Monday through Sunday). At least one deficiency must be made up during this week or the student remains 
ineligible. The remaining deficiencies must be made up within the second week.  

A deficiency at Don Bosco is defined as 69% and below. Those students with three or more deficiencies must make up 
at least half the deficiencies the first week to regain eligibility and the remaining deficiencies must be made up by the 
end of the second week.  Failure to make up the deficiencies during the week declares the student ineligible until the 
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deficiencies are made up.  (We round up if not a whole number.) See procedure for formal make up of deficiency. It is 
the student’s responsibility to assure that make up work is completed and proper papers are signed and turned in. 

 
THE ABOVE POLICY SUPERSEDES THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION POLICY WHICH IS: 

At the end of a grading period if a contestant is given a failing grade in any course for which credit is awarded, the 
contestant is ineligible to dress for and compete in the next occurring interscholastic athletic contests and 
competitions for 30 consecutive school days. If further explanation is needed, please refer to the Iowa Department 
of Education policy. A copy of the complete explanation of the new rule is attached at the end of the handbook.  

 
CO-CURRICULAR CONDUCT CODE 

Bosco System High School and Middle School 

The Bosco System (including Don Bosco High School and Immaculate Conception School) Co-Curricular Code of 
Conduct becomes effective on the students first date of enrollment and continues through graduation until all eligibility 
in co-curricular activities is completed. Any student whose actions, habits, or conduct violates the ideals, principles, or 
standards of Bosco System School shall be ineligible until the student is reinstated. Verified use of tobacco products, 
alcohol, inappropriate drug use as well as other verified serious misbehavior such as stealing and destruction of property 
will result in the consequences outlined below.  In addition, the student may be subject to administrative consequences 
outlined in the school’s alcohol/drug policy and other related school policies. 

Verification is defined as any of the following: 

• Self admitted involvement by the student. 
• Witnessed student involvement by any sponsor, coach, administrator, or any member of the faculty or staff 

of Bosco System School. 
• Parent admission of their student’s use of tobacco, inappropriate drug use, alcohol, or involvement in other 

serious misbehavior. 
• Any official law enforcement or court services report given to school. 

CONSEQUENCES 

A.  Tobacco, inappropriate drug use, alcohol 
First offense:  Loss of 30% of the total number of scheduled competitions of a bona fide sport. Non athletes will do 
community service that will be determined by the disciplinary committee.* 
Second offense:  Loss of 60% of the total number of scheduled competitions of a bona fide sport. Non athletes will 
do community service that will be determined by the disciplinary committee.* 
Third offense:  Loss of one calendar year from date of declared ineligibility. Non athletes will do community service 
that will be determined by the disciplinary committee.* 
Any subsequent offense will be a loss of all eligibility for the remainder of the student’s enrollment. 

 
B.  Other serious misbehavior:  A committee will be appointed by the principal. This committee will investigate all of 
the circumstances and decide on an appropriate consequence. Their decision is final. 
*Failure to complete the community service in the allotted time will result in an in school suspension with punishment 
determined by the disciplinary committee. 

DEFINITIONS 

Use: Includes possession, use or distribution of the substances listed above both on and off school grounds. 
Ineligible: Means that the student may not participate in athletic contests or public performances. 
Bona Fide: This is a student who presently is or previously has competed in an interscholastic athletic activity. Absent 
injury, illness, or similar circumstances outside of the student’s control, a student  must be participating in the activity 
to be considered a bona fide contestant in that activity. 
Because 9th graders may not have had interscholastic athletic activities available to them, this definition does not apply 
to them. 
A student who participates in a sport for the first time as a 10th -12th grader is not a bona fide contestant in that sport 
A student who drops out or is dismissed from a sport before the end of the season is not a bona fide contestant. 
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Appendix III 

Iowa Department of Education Policy 36.15(2) - Scholarship Rule for Athletes 

a. All contestants must be enrolled and in good standing in a school that is a member or associate member in good 
standing of the organization sponsoring the event. 

b.  All contestants must be under 20 years of age. 
c. All contestants shall be enrolled students of the school in good standing. They shall receive credit in at least four 

subjects, each of one period or “hour” or the equivalent thereof, at all times.  To qualify under this rule, a “subject” 
must meet the requirements of 281—Chapter 12. Coursework taken from a post secondary institution and for which 
a school district or accredited nonpublic school grants academic credit toward high school graduation shall be used 
in determining eligibility. No student shall be denied eligibility if the student’s school program deviates from the 
traditional two-semester school year. 

1. Each contestant shall be passing all coursework for which credit is given and shall be making adequate 
progress toward graduation requirements at the end of each grading period. Grading period, graduation 
requirements, and any interim periods of ineligibility are determined by local policy. For purposes of this 
subtle, “grading period” shall mean the period of time at the end of which a student in grades 9 through 12 
receives a final grade and course credit is awarded for passing grades. 

2. If at the end of any grading period a contestant is given a failing grade in any course for which credit is 
awarded, the contestant is ineligible to dress for and compete in the next occurring interscholastic athletic 
contests and competitions in which the contestant is a contestant for 30 consecutive calendar days. 

d. A student with a disability who has an individualized education program shall not be denied eligibility on the basis 
of scholarship if the student is making adequate progress, as determined by school officials, towards the goals and 
objectives on the student’s individualized education program. 

e. A student who meets all other qualifications may be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for a maximum 
of eight consecutive semesters upon entering the ninth grade for the first time. However, a student who engages in 
athletics during the summer following eighth grade is also eligible to compete during the summer following twelfth 
grade. Extenuating circumstances, such as health, may be the basis for an appeal to the executive board which may 
extend the eligibility of a student when the executive board finds that the interests of the student and interscholastic 
athletics will be benefited. 

f. All member schools shall provide appropriate interventions and necessary academic supports for students who fail 
or who are at risk to fail, and shall report to the department regarding those interventions on the comprehensive 
school improvement plan. 

g. A student is academically eligible upon entering the ninth grade. 
h. A student is not eligible to participate in an interscholastic sport if the student has, in that same sport, participated in 

a contest with or against, or trained with, a National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA), National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), or other 
collegiate governing organization’s sanctioned team.  A student may not participate with or against high school 
graduates if the graduates represent a collegiate institution or if the event is sanctioned or sponsored by a collegiate 
institution.  Nothing in this subtle shall preclude a student from participating in a one-time tryout with or against 
members of a college team with permission from the member school’s administration and the respective collegiate 
institution’s athletic administration.  [This is NOT a substantive change;  it clarifies the “college squad” rule.] 

i. No student shall be eligible to participate in any given interscholastic athletic sport if the student has engaged in that 
sport professionally. 

j. The local superintendent of schools, with the approval of the local board of education, may give permission to a 
dropout student to participate in athletics upon return to school if the student is otherwise eligible under these rules. 

k. Remediation of a failing grade by way of summer school or other means shall not affect the student’s ineligibility.  
All failing grades shall be reported to any school to which the student transfers. 
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Appendix IV 

Graduation Policy and Procedures 

Don Bosco High School 

To be considered a graduate of Don Bosco High School, the following requirements must be met: 

1. Successful completion of the required academic units in addition to Theology credits. Theology credits 
must equal the number of semesters of a student’s attendance at Don Bosco. 

The following are the graduation requirements for the class or 2011 and beyond 

 8 credits: (4 years) English  

 8 credits: (4 years) Theology 

 6 credits:  (3 years) Social Studies 

 6 credits:  (3 years) Science 

 6 credits:  (3 years) Mathematics 

 1 credit: (1 semester) Speech 

 15 credits: Electives  

 4 years of PE 

2. Successful completion of Physical Education for each semester enrolled at Don Bosco, unless excused by a 
written statement from a physician. 

3. All school financial and other school responsibilities satisfied.  

4. With the exception of transfer credits from other high schools and post secondary credits, no more than six 
credits may be earned at other institutions. 

5. Seniors who do not meet the above criteria are permitted to participate in the commencement exercises.  
However, no diploma will be awarded until all requirements are met.  

Board Policy Adopted: 8/27/84.    Policy modified:  June, 1997 

 

Early Graduation Policy - Don Bosco High School 

The Bosco System Board of Education will recognize a student as being qualified to graduate early when the following 
procedures are followed and completed: 

A formal request from the parents/guardians and student is presented to the Bosco System Board of Education through 
the Principal at a regular Board meeting no later than the end of the first semester of the junior year for graduation at the 
end of the first semester of the senior year. No early graduations before the first semester of the senior year.  

The request must include the reason why the student is requesting this consideration.  

The student and parents/guardians accept the following stipulations: 

a. The student has met all the graduation requirements by the taking of courses at Don Bosco High school or at a 
school from which they have transferred (if they have not been a student for all years at Don Bosco). 

b. Tuition is paid at a 60% rate of a regular year, if the student attends only one semester of the school year. 
c. All other obligations required of a student for graduation must be completed. 
d. The student may attend the Prom, Baccalaureate, and Graduation. He/She may not participate in school activities or 

be allowed to go on the senior class trip.  
e. Exceptions from the above conditions would be considered by the Board of Education when   

     accompanied by a written recommendation by the faculty and administration.  

Approval for Early Graduation is granted by the Board of Education. Their decision is final.  



 
 

Parent/Guardian-Student Handbook Page 33 

Appendix V 

Internet Usage Policy 
 
Internet (Most recent review: July 25, 2008)       2511 
Policy adopted: December 2, 1995 
Revised: July 25, 2008 
Archdiocesan Board of Education 
 
It is the policy of educational programs governed by the Archdiocesan Board of Education to require the ethical use of the 
Internet and related technologies by all employees, volunteers, and students as set forth below in the Terms, Conditions, and 
Regulations for the use of Internet and related technologies. Access privileges may be revoked, disciplinary action may 
betaken, and/or appropriate legal action taken for any violations that are unethical and may constitute a criminal offense. 

Internet Terms, Conditions, and Regulations 

1. Acceptable Use — The use of Internet and related technologies must be in support of education and research and 
consistent with the educational objectives of the Archdiocese of Dubuque. Use of other organizations’ networks or 
computing resources must comply with the rules appropriate for these networks. 

2. Unacceptable Use 
a. Transmission of any material in violation of any U.S. or state regulation is prohibited. This includes, but is 

not limited to: copyrighted material, threatening, violent, or obscene material, or material protected by 
trade secret. Use for commercial activities is not acceptable. Use for product advertisement, political 
lobbying, game playing, unauthorized “chat,” or chain letter communication is also prohibited. Other 
examples of unacceptable information are pornography, information on bombs, inappropriate language and 
communications, flame letters, etc. 

b. Acts of vandalism are prohibited. Vandalism is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of 
another user or to damage hardware or software. This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or 
creation of computer viruses. Unauthorized use of another’s computer, access accounts, and/or files is 
prohibited. 

3. Privileges — The use of the Internet and related technologies is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use may 
result in cancellation of those privileges. Each user who is provided access to the Internet and related technologies 
will participate in a discussion with assigned staff person(s) concerning the proper use of the network. The faculty, 
staff, or parent/guardian may request the administrator or designee to deny, revoke, or suspend a specific user’s 
access to the Internet and related technologies due to unacceptable use. 

4. Warranties — The educational programs governed by the Archdiocesan Board of Education make no warranties of 
any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the service it is providing and will not be responsible for any damages 
users suffer. This includes loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mis-deliveries, or service interruptions. 
Use of any information obtained via the Internet and related technologies is at the user’s own risk. The educational 
programs governed by the Archdiocesan Board of Education specifically deny any responsibility for the accuracy or 
quality of information obtained through its services. The student or parent/guardian will be responsible for any 
financial obligation incurred through the use of Internet and related technologies that are not previously approved as 
part of the local budget. 

5. Ownership — All electronic and telephonic communications systems and all communications and information 
transmitted by, received from, or stored in these systems are the property of programs governed by the 
Archdiocesan Board of Education. Individuals using this equipment for personal purposes do so at their own risk. 
Further, individuals are not permitted to use a code, access a file, or retrieve any stored communication unless 
authorized to do so or unless they have received prior clearance from an authorized representative of programs 
governed by the Archdiocesan Board of Education. Individuals who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary 
action, up to and including expulsion/discharge. To ensure that the use of electronic and telephonic communications 
systems and equipment is consistent with the legitimate interests of the programs governed by the Archdiocesan 
Board of Education, authorized representatives of programs governed by the Archdiocesan Board of Education will 
monitor the use of such equipment from time to time. 

Archdiocesan Board of Education Policy Manual 2511 
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Appendix VI 

Search And Seizure Policy (Most recent review: March 4, 2006) 5145.2 
Policy adopted: December 6, 1986 
Revised: March 4, 2006 
Archdiocesan Board of Education 
 
It is the policy of the Archdiocese of Dubuque to operate its educational institutions in a Catholic, orderly environment. 
Recognizing that the presence of contraband on school/ catechetical program property or on the person of a student attending 
school/catechetical program is not consistent with the above policy, the Archdiocese of Dubuque hereby adopts the following 
rules relating to periodic inspection, to the search of students, and/or to protected student areas: 

 
Search of student and/or Protected Student Area by School/Program Official 

1. The Board of Education of the school/program shall establish and may search a student or protected student area 
pursuant to a student search rule. The student search rule shall be published in the student handbook of the 
school/program. A school/program official may search individual students and individual protected student areas if 
both of the following apply: 

a. The official has reasonable grounds for suspecting that the search will produce evidence that a student has 
violated or is violating either the law or a school rule or regulation. 

b. The search is conducted in a manner which is reasonably related to the objectives of the search and which 
is not excessively intrusive in light of the age and gender of the student and nature of the infraction. 

If a student is not or will not be present at the time a search of a student protected area is conducted pursuant to 
paragraph 1, the student shall be informed of the search either prior to or as soon as is reasonably practicable after 
the search is conducted. 

2. Under no circumstances may a search be made which is unreasonable in light of the following: 
a. The age of the student; 
b. The nonseriousness of the violation; 
c. The nature of the suspected violation; 
d. The gender of the student. 

3. A school/program official shall not conduct a search which involves: 
a. A strip search; 
b. A body cavity search; 
c. The use of a drug sniffing animal to search a student’s body; 
d. Except for Item 4 below, the search of a student by a school/program official not of the same gender as the 

student. 
4. The administration of a breathalyzer test to a student by a school official constitutes a search under Iowa law. 

Except as otherwise noted within this Item 4, a school official must have reasonable grounds to believe a student is 
under the influence of alcohol (i.e. looks, smells or acts intoxicated) before administering a breathalyzer test. 

An effort should be made to administer the breathalyzer test in a private setting. If a student tests positive, the 
school official should contact the student’s parent or legal guardian and the police if not involved already. 

If a school/program chooses to make admittance to school-related functions for all students contingent upon 
submitting to a breathalyzer test, in addition to all other admittance requirements, a letter should be sent to all 
parents/guardians informing them of the practice. A permission slip signed by parent/guardian and student, 
authorizing the breathalyzer test shall be required upon admission to each school-related function. 

If a school/program chooses to use breathalyzer tests at school-related functions, a letter should be sent to all 
parents/guardians informing them that the Search & Seizure Policy contained within the student handbook has been 
amended and in the future a breathalyzer test may be administered to students at school-related functions. 

School/program officials may conduct periodic inspections of all, or a randomly selected number of, 
school/program lockers, desks, and other facilities or spaces owned by the school/program and provided as a 
courtesy to a student. The furnishing of a school/program locker, desk or other facility or space owned by the 
school/program and provided as a courtesy to a student shall not create a protected student area, and shall not give 
rise to an expectation of privacy on a student’s part with respect to that locker, desk, facility, or space. Allowing 
students to use a separate lock on a locker, desk or other facility or space owned by the school/program and 
provided to the student shall also not give rise to an expectation of privacy on a student’s part with respect to that 
locker, desk or other facility or space. However, each year when school/program begins, the school/program shall 
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provide written notice to all students and the student’s parents/guardians, or legal custodians that school/program 
officials may conduct periodic inspections of school/program lockers, desks, and other facilities or spaces owned by 
the school/program and provided as a courtesy to a student without prior notice. Such an inspection shall either 
occur in the presence of the students whose lockers are being inspected, or in the presence of at least one other 
person. 

School officials shall notify a student if a search is conducted of a protected area. (See Def. #4) 

 
Student Search by Peace Officer 

The search of a student or of a protected student area by a peace office who is not a school/program official, or by a 
school/program official at the invitation or direction of a peace officer who is not a school/program official, shall be 
governed by the statutory and common law requirements for police searches. 

 
Definitions: 

1. “Student” means a person enrolled in a school/program for any of grades kindergarten through twelve. 
2. “School/program official” means a certificated school employee, and includes non-certificated school/program 

employees employed for security or supervision purposes. 
3. “Contraband” includes substances or items which, if found on school/program property, violate the law and 

school/program regulations, or are detrimental to an orderly environment at school/program. Contraband includes 
by way of illustration, but is not limited to, drugs, narcotics, tobacco, liquor, weapons, and stolen property. It 
consists of substances or items which may cause a substantial disruption of the school/program environment, and/or 
which present a threat to the health and safety of the students and staff. 

4. “Protected students area” includes, but is not limited to: 
a. A student’s body; 
b. Clothing worn or carried by a student; 
c. A student’s pocketbook, briefcase, duffel bag, book bag, backpack, knapsack, or any other container used 

by a student for holding or carrying personal belongings of any kind, and in the possession or immediate 
proximity of the student. 

5. “Student search rule” means a rule established by the authorities in charge of the school/program controlling the 
manner of the searching of students or protected student areas. To be valid, a student search rule shall require that 
all searches of students or protected student areas be reasonably related in scope to the circumstances which gave 
rise to the need for the search and based upon consideration of relevant factors which include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

a. The nature of the violation for which the search is being instituted; 
b. The age or ages and gender of the students who may be searched pursuant to the rule; 
c. The objectives to be accomplished by the search. 
d. Rationale: Iowa Code § 808A 


